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Introduction: The Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive Function, Second Edition, Parent Form (BRIEF-2) is a measure of executive functioning for children ages 5-18. This study aimed to examine parent perceptions of the applicability of items on the BRIEF-2 for children with Down syndrome (DS). 
Method: Parents of children with DS completed the BRIEF-2 online. Parents rated their child on 63 statements of child problem behavior as “never,” “sometimes,” or “often” a problem. After parents completed the BRIEF-2, they were asked to reply “yes” or “no” to the question, “Did you feel that any of these questions did not apply to your child?” If they answered “yes,” they were asked, “How did you respond to/rate those questions (e.g., rated them all as “never”)?” and were provided with an open text box. Text was coded for the following: 1) Responded “never,” 2) responded “sometimes,” 3) responded “often,” 4) did not answer or 5) responded based on a related and more appropriate scenario. Text was also coded for whether one or more of these strategies were utilized.
Results: 166 parents of unique individuals with DS participated (M age=13.3 years, SD=2.6, range 8-17; 51.8% males). Over half (n=87, 51.8%) reported that items did not apply to their child. Of these parents, most responded “never” (37.9%) or “sometimes” (32.2%) to these items. A smaller subset responded “often” (12.6%), did not respond (6.9%), or rated the item based on a related scenario (2.3%). Notably, 12.6% used more than one of these strategies.  
Discussion: Items on the BRIEF-2 are perceived as not applicable for some children with DS. Future work will inform whether there are specific items that are most often perceived as not applicable and whether modifications to the instructions, item response options, and/or item content may impact parent perceptions of applicability for this group.
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