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Introduction: In 2021, Latine individuals were among the least vaccinated groups for COVID-19 in the United States (Piedra et al., 2022). In particular, Latine children aged 5-11 had among the lowest rates for vaccination at 28.8%, compared to their Black (33.6%) and Asian (63.4%) counterparts (Valier, 2023). Simultaneously, Latine individuals were exposed to COVID at disproportionate rates (46%) compared to Asian (36%) and white individuals (33%) (Robertson et al., 2022). Our previous research (Limon-Mialkowski et al., 2024) indicated that Latine caregivers with an autistic child (ASD group) were more likely to be vaccine hesitant (VH) toward early-childhood vaccines compared to caregivers with a non-autistic child (NA group). However, there is limited information about Latine caregivers’ perceptions about COVID-19 vaccines for their children, particularly those with ASD. Considering the significant morbidity and mortality associated with COVID-19 and the increased risk for exposure among Latine communities, it is important to determine whether Latine children with ASD are at further risk for COVID-19 under vaccination.  The objective of this poster is to (1) Compare Latine caregivers’ hesitancy toward COVID-19 vaccines between ASD and NA groups; (2) Assess congruence in their hesitancy toward both childhood vaccines and COVID-19 vaccines. 
Method: Participants were 201 Spanish-speaking Latine caregivers living in the U.S. who completed a survey on their attitudes toward childhood vaccines between March 2022 - June 2024. VH was measured with the Spanish version of the Parent Attitudes about Childhood Vaccines (PACV). The PACV specifically instructs caregivers not to consider seasonal vaccines (e.g., influenza) when completing the form. For this reason, and because the COVID-19 vaccine became available for children younger than 5 in June 2022 (3 months after our survey went live), we included items querying child receipt of a COVID-19 vaccine (for those aged 5 and older) or caregiver intent to obtain a COVID-19 vaccine for their child when it became available (for those younger than 5). Chi-square analysis was used to assess potential discrepancies in parents’ willingness to vaccinate their children against COVID-19 across different age groups (0-4, 5-11, 12-17) between ASD and NA groups. We also used chi-square analysis to examine whether VH caregivers (per the PACV) were less likely to vaccinate or intend to vaccinate their children for COVID-19 compared to non-VH caregivers, regardless of diagnostic status.   
Results: There were no significant differences between ASD and NA groups for COVID-19 vaccination/intent to vaccinate in any age category (0-4 years, 5-11 years, 12-17 years). However, VH caregivers were less likely to vaccinate their child with the COVID-19 vaccine for the 0-4 (p=0.004), and 5-11 (p=0.030) age groups but not the 12-17 age group (p=0.509). VH caregivers were also less likely to vaccinate themselves against COVID-19 (p=0.005).
Discussion: Our results suggest that Latine caregivers were more reluctant to vaccinate their child against COVID-19 if they were VH toward early childhood vaccines and their child was in early or middle childhood. However, there were no differences in COVID-19 vaccination rate between the ASD and NA groups. This is noteworthy considering that our previous investigation observed higher rates of VH toward early childhood vaccines in the ASD versus NA group. Latine caregivers may value (a) the safety and/or efficacy of vaccines differently for younger versus older children and/or (b) COVID-19 vaccines differently from routine childhood vaccines, some of which have been erroneously implicated as the cause of ASD. Findings suggest that healthcare professionals should be attuned to VH among Latine caregivers of young children and be prepared to address concerns/encourage vaccine uptake for all recommended vaccines. 
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Survey Question
Do you intend to vaccinate the children in your household
under 5 when they become eligible for the vaccine against
COVID-19?

Response

Yes, all of them
No

Child w/ ASD Diagnosis |Child w/o ASD Diagnosis | Chi-Square Results

X2 (2,N=201) = 2.84, p=.24

Have the children in your household, who are between 5 & 11,
received a vaccine against COVID-19?

Yes, all of them
No

X2 (2, N=200) = 1.20, p=.55

Have the children in your household, who are 12 years or
older, received a vaccine against COVID-19?

Yes, all of them

X2 (2, N=201)

Have you ever recieved a vaccine for COVID-19?





